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Welcome & Thank You 
We hope you enjoy this newsletter which we wanted 
to publish ahead of the new season as there’s a lot to 
update you on. 
Most importantly perhaps, and thanks to the support 
and generosity of our membership, sponsors and 
patrons, and despite a very difficult 18 months, we feel 
our Club is well positioned to rebound strongly from 
the pandemic. Financially, we very much hope this 
position will actually be reflected in our formal 
accounts which are undergoing preparation. 
 

 As part of pre-season, we have participated in a 
number of 7’s tournaments, winning at Egham 
(despite a strong field of 20 sides including a 
number of invitational sides) and reaching the Open 
semis at both Surrey 7’s and our own first ever 7’s 
tournament at Reeds on 24 July and where we 
fielded 3 teams.  To date, our top 7’s side remains 
unbeaten by any Club 7’s side which is a great 
testimony to the progress we have made in this 
area. 
 

Playing Update 
On the playing side of things, we hope that this season 
sees us continue to maintain our charge up the 
leagues, especially with the new league re-structuring 
which is due to take effect from the end of 2021-22 
season and which could see up to 4 sides in LSW2 being 
promoted to London South 1 (level 6).  So, as usual, 
lots to play for! 
 
Positively, Senior’s attendance at pre-season, which 
started on 6th July, has been good despite the 
challenges COVID has brought with regular 
attendances on training nights. The Club has also 
managed to attract a number of new players which the 
current coaching team is busily integrating into the 
‘’Reeds way’’ under the eye of our ever-present DoR, 
Nige Connell. We also continue to make good progress 
in effectively integrating U18 - U20 

 

 
 
Buoyed by all this, there is a tangible sense of 
purpose around the Club as we look to make up for 
a ‘lost’ last season and we are delighted to be 
aiming to field 4 Seniors sides (that will play in 
LSW2, the Surrey Championship, and Combination 2 
in the Surrey Foundation league), 

 

 plus a Vets side and an U21 team.  Simply put, we 
are growing whilst many other Clubs are not. 
Work is in train to publish a fixture card for those 
who would like one but in the interim, you can also 
access the fixtures for our Senior sides via the links 
below… 
 

 
 

  



First XV 
 https://www.englandrugby.com/fixtures-and-
results/search-results?team=17645&season=2021-
2022#fixtures 
Second XV 
https://www.englandrugby.com/fixtures-and-
results/search-results?team=17646&season=2021-
2022#fixtures 
Third XV 
https://www.englandrugby.com/fixtures-and-
results/search-results?team=17647&season=2021-
2022#fixtures 
 
U21’s 
Unfortunately, Surrey Rugby have deemed it fit to 
replace the current, highly successful, U21 tournament 
- that we have found to be so beneficial to player 
development - with an U23 tournament. We are not 
clear if this decision applies just for season 2021-22 or 
is longer term in nature. We are deeply disappointed at 
this decision but will be looking to find other means of 
ensuring we offer our U21 playing squad competitive 
playing opportunities. These options include hosting 
our own U21 tournament. 

 Clubhouse Update 
As some of you will know we have been looking at a 
clubhouse replacement project for a number of 
years and thus far have run three successful 
associated fundraising events. 
We have plans and planning permission for a two-
story new building but due to Covid the club 
directors think the planned project would be too 
much of a financial stretch. We are therefore 
redrawing the plans to build a new changing room 
block on the left-hand end of the existing building 
(viewed from the carpark) and refurbish the existing 
building with a new roof and remodelling it's 
interior to provide two social bar / dining areas as 
well as an enlarged kitchen & club shop. 
As part of this project an extended lease would be 
required and a request to our landlord, Whiteley 
Village, is in hand and we expect a reply within the 
next 9 months or so linked to the completion of 
their site-wide property strategy. 
We have applied for a sizable Government loan and 
are currently waiting to find out if we will be 
successful, if so... we will be well over 50% of the 
way to our assessment of the total monies required 
to start building. 
If there is anything you feel you could offer or 
provide to help with this project your help would be 
gratefully received. In the first instance please 
contact Ed Peters  -edpeters505@hotmail.com. 
 

    
 
Ampthill RFC & Reeds 
Some of you will be aware that we have developed a 
close relationship with Championship side Ampthill 
through our connections to their Head Coach Paul 
Turner. We are delighted that Paul has helped to build 
a strong relationship between the two Clubs this has 
resulted in player exchanges occurring and we have the 
ability for our most promising players to trial, and if 
successful, play rugby at the very highest level. This is 
something which no local Club can match and we are 
confident this will pay dividends with player retention 
and recruitment going forward. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



The Grace Dear Trust (GDT) Charity 
As many of you will know, the Club has been working 
extensively with GDT to raise awareness of mental 
health issues with young people particularly in 
Elmbridge and consequently we were delighted to 
welcome the them to the Club’s 7’s tournament In July 
where their representatives really enjoyed the rugby 
and the opportunity to meet and chat with some of the 
‘Reeds Family’. 
Sixteen of the ‘Senior Section’ of the club are now 
trained as Mental Health Awareness First Aiders 
through the Charity as part of their new ‘Offload’ 
initiative. There are a significant number members 
whom have also expressed a willingness to undertake 
this training from across all sections of the Club and we 
hope that very soon GDT can offer this training to 
those people as well. This highlights the huge support 
for this vital lifeline both historically and recently, in 
light of the pandemic and we therefore very much look 
forward to embracing this initiative as we embark upon 
the hugely anticipated 21-22 rugby season. 
We are hugely grateful to The Grace Dear Trust for 
bringing their message, “It’s ok not to be ok” to Reeds 
Rugby and would take this opportunity to remind 
everyone that the Reeds Family and the Charity are 
never more than one, confidential chat away. Anybody 
whom would like to know more, or whom would also 
like to volunteer please contact Hope Dear - 
hope@thegracedeartrust.co.uk 
 

 Reeds Weybridge RFC at 90 - some brief reflections by 
George Spinks 

I wasn’t there in 1931, but I certainly have spent fifty 
years or so being involved with Reeds Weybridge, it has 
been the bedrock of my social and sporting life since 
those early days. 

There are many differences between the 60’s and now, 
firstly the opportunities for socialising, back then, were 
far less than they are now, so joining a rugby club meant 
you could meet lots of new friends and some of them 
had ‘wheels’ (transport) which was a real bonus. The 
rugby we played was a far cry from the splendid 
conception of the game as fostered by the RFU, the 
game I was involved in was played by just about anybody 
who could break into a trot. There were the forwards 
called donkeys and the backs who could run a bit faster 
than the donkeys, we weren’t very fit but with loads of 
embrocation, at least we smelled fit. The condition of 
the grounds, if you could ever find them, were one up 
from a ploughed field, and the clubhouses were Spartan, 
many of them decorated with ‘trophies’ nicked from 
prominent locations, within our own clubhouse, I think 
we still display the nameplate from Twickenham Police 
Station and the United States Embassy. 

I am not sure there is a place for ‘donkeys’ anymore, 
these days, all fifteen can run, pass and tackle for the full 
eighty, seeing those RWRFC players firing that ball all 
round the park is edge of the seat stuff, so exciting.  

 

 

 
 

(Three front row donkeys L- R, Roger Deane, Jes Isaacs, and Miles 
Gray) 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 



Rugby tours are still the highlight of the season, they were 
much more modest affairs back then with many Easter visits 
to the Bournemouth Rugby Festival, Lowestoft and the West 
country. There were some memorable tours to Scotland and 
one special trip to France (what a terrible coach journey). 
Since then, of course, we have been to the USA and Canada 
(twice).  

 
 
And the other really welcome change is for rugby clubs to 
become much more family orientated, parents, and 
grandparents as well, wives, girlfriends all come to see their 
heroes in action on Saturdays. Sundays is now a big family 
day for Mini/Junior rugby with the families being involved in 
all aspects of the club, no doubt many of those youngsters 
will progress through the ranks to play senior rugby. 

 

 Coaching and Club Mini, Youth & Seniors Committee 
Members 

We are very pleased to announce that our Coaching and 
Committee memberships across the Club remain largely 
unchanged for this season and these provide a strong 
platform for us to take the Club forward.  

 
Some New Arrivals…. 
Thanks to our newest sponsor, Opinov8 
(www.opinov8.com), we are now the proud owners 
of 2 sets of brand-new state-of-the-art post 
protectors. Thanks again to Craig and team! 
 

 

Some dates for your diaries 
We have confirmed pre-season friendlies, both Away, 
at London Cornish on 21 August and Petersfield on 4 
September for those of you who might like to see 
some 15 a side Club rugby ahead of the season proper. 

We start the 2021-22 season on 18 September when both 
the 1st XV and 2nd XV will be playing at home versus Old 
Tonbridgians and Law Society respectively whilst the 3rd XV 
will play Away versus Streatham. A lunch is also being 
organised that day in honour of John Rogers (and which will 
take the form of a belated 90th Birthday celebration). It 
promises to be a great day all round! If you would like to 
attend, please contact our President Simon Wallis. 

A formal Patrons lunch will be held on 27th November when 
the 1st XV and 3rd XV will be playing at home. Please note 
this lunch is free to all Patrons. Should you wish to attend, 
please contact our Club President Simon Wallis. 

In all cases, please look out for more details nearer the time. 

 

  

   



Social Membership and Patrons Schemes  
You may recall that the Club launched a new social membership and patron’s scheme before the pandemic took 
hold.  
Patrons’ membership costs £250, and additional benefits over and above Social Membership -see below) 
include: 

• One free annual Patron’s lunch. 
• A Patron’s Tie. Note, any female members wishing to become a patron will receive a Reeds branded golfing 

umbrella. 
• Free travel on Players’ coach when operated for CUP games. 
• Your name on the Patrons section of the Club website. 

 
Social membership costs £50, and benefits include: 

• Full membership of Reeds Weybridge RFC and use of facilities. 
• Access to the 6 Nations and International Ticket Ballot. 
• Free Entry to all HOME league and Cup games. 
• Right to vote at the Club AGM. 
• Invitation to all pre-match lunches. 

 
If you are interested in joining either, please email ReedsRFCpatrons@gmail.com.  
As ever thank you for your support – we look forward to seeing you on the touchline in the very near future! Go 
Reeds! 
 
Ed Peters - Chairman Reeds Seniors 
Phillip Manzi - Chairman Reeds Youth 
Martin Fent - Chairman Reeds Mini’s. 
 

 


